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EINARRATIVE

Narrative
Dudley is a rural, upland college town with two major rivers, the Quinebaug
and the French. After King Philip's war, in 1684, the Nipmuck Indians sold
large tracts of land to colonists and the town was populous enough to be
incorporated in 1731. It was the first town incorporated after the
formation of Worcester County.
The town was at first seen as unsuited for agriculture, but the large
number of ponds and reservoirs created in the 19th century provided ample
water power for significant textile, manufacturing and industrial
development. Along with its industrial base, and despite its reputation,
Dudley maintained a large agricultural establishment, growing hay, grains
and vegetables and raising sheep and cattle. The introduction of woolen
mills made Dudley an industrial force in the county and by 1832, 40,000
yards of broadcloth and 70,000 yards of satinet was being produced by
residents and French Canadian and Irish immigrants. The town's economy was
dominated by the textile industry until the 20th century. In 1865, two
million yards of linen and burlap were woven in Dudley.
Modern Dudley still shows indications of its rural background from the
poultry farms, dairy farms which produced milk, butter and cheese and
vegetable and market gardens.

(Seal supplied by community. Narrative based on information
provided by the Massachusetts Historical Commission)
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EGEOGRAPHY

Location

South central Massachusetts, bordered by Southbridge on the west; Charlton on
the north; Oxford on the northeast; Webster on the east; and Woodstock and
Thompson, Connecticut, on the south. Dudley is about 22 miles south of
Worcester, 40 miles east of Springfield, 59 miles southwest of Boston, and 156
miles from New York City.

Total Area: 22.06 sq. miles
Land Area: 21.05 sq. miles
Population: 9,540
Density: 453 per sq. mile

Climate
(National Climatic Data Center)

(Buffumville Lake Station)

Normal temperature in January..... 21.7°F

Normal temperature in July........ 69.8°F

Normal annual precipitation....... 46.4"
U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates

Webster

Regional Planning Agency
Central Massachusetts
Metropolitan Statistical Area

(1993 Definition)
Worcester
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@GOVERNMENT

Municipal Offices
Main Number: (508) 943-2792

Telephone Numbers for Public Information

Form of Government
Board of Selectmen
Open Town Meeting

Year Incorporated
As a town: 1732

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994)

Number %
Total Registered 4,787
Democrats 2,100 43
Republicans 434 9.
Other parties 1 0
Unenrolled Voters 2,252 477

Legislators

Senators and Representatives by City and Town
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@DEMOGRAPHICS

Table DP-1. Profil e of General Demographic Characteristics: 2000
Ceographic Area: Dudley town, Worcester County, Massachusetts

[Far information on corfidertiality protection, nonsampling error, and definitions, see text]

Subject Mumber] Percent Subject Mumber| Pement

Total population. ... ... .. ... 10,026 1000 |HISPAMNIC OR LATING AMND RACE

Total population. . . 10,036 000
SEX AND AGE Hizpanic or Latine lj-::-famvg.r EJ}E-:I 202 20
MMake. . . 49713 405 exican. . a1 02
Female. ... ... 5053 504 F'ue-rtoFliu::an hLos] 14
Cuban . 14 i
Eugzrgé;%ars gg&? gg OtherHtspanborL.atlno a0 e
1Oto141,rear3 e 82 | ot Hispanic or Lating. . 0,834 ans
1510 40 yoars T 205 oo White BIONE. . oo Q515 a5 A
2O 2AEATE L (== GL | RELATIONSHIP
26t MAysArs 1,225 1221 Total population. ... ... 10,026 1000
B dyears . 1,854 1S5 in househelds. ... 0,500 Q055
Aeto BdyEarE 1,202 139 Householder. ... aFar| arz
BRI RO VEAarS ... 457 47 Spocuse o147 o4 4
GOt G EATE L a83 A5 chid. . 2,088 205
ﬁSto?41,rearS 545 5.4 Own&hlldunder'layears 2,302 224
7510 B years . 501 SO0 Other relathies | 240 24
85 years and oxrer e 137 1.4 Under 'IE.years {0 10
Medbana.getg.rears]........................... ] | Monrektives 407 44
Unmarmied partner 250 25
'|E-YQB.FS-B.I'IE|DUE'F............................ T,EEG ThAa In group quanears. . 447 4.4
Male. . . 47 350 | instiutionalized population. - -
Female. 3855 38.41  Meninstitutionalized populatbn 4a7 44
21 years anu:l oxre-r To0E 500
621,rearsandover 1,490 148 |HOUSEHOLD BY TYPE
Eﬁyearsandmrer............................ 1,284 2.8 Tatal houzehalds. . 3,737 00.0
Male. ... ... a2 ) Fam”ﬁrhouaehobjg(fam”e@] 2550 714
Femalke. . ... ... TE2 TE W[[hwngh||jrenunder15}reaf3 1,204 45
lamied-coupke family .. 214? ETE
PACGE Wiith cswn chidren under 12 yeara fafzle] 253
Oines race . 0,920 990| Femak housshokder ne husband present. . fola] 105

White . 9,718 95.8 With cuwn children under 18 years .. ... ... 249 6.4

Bk or Afrizan Amercan . 49 058 | Menfamily househelds . 1,050 285

Amerizan Indian and Alaske. Mative. . 23 02| Househelder living alene | 2] 235

Agian . 74 07 Householer 85 years and cver. 203 105
ﬁsanlndan 235 0z
CRINESE .. .o ooe e 10 01 |Households with individuals under 18 vears ... 13r4) 262
FlipInG . ... a - [Heuzzholds with individuals & years and cver . 948 264

p
ﬁﬂﬁ@e g ~|average housshod sze 257 ()
Vietnameas. a _ Average familysize. ... o a0 4]
Cther Asian ' . 26 )

Matire Hawaiian anu:l Other F'au::lfn Islanu:le-r.... - - HO%DSTI;TiSUIL;?nLEIIPﬂnhﬁT 2940 1000
aie Hawalal . - - |oosupied heusing units . 3757|956
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HOUEING TEMURE
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Amenglflgfamirnnglc;;kaNaﬁé o e Cnener-cosupied housing units ... ... ... ..., Py 10
mmian a0 0:9 Renteracsuped housing units ... ... L. 1,082 200
Mative Hawaian and Cther Pacifi lslander. .. .. 10 21 | Average housshol sze of cwneroccupied units, 278 4]
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- Fepresents zero of rounds to Zems.

) Net applicable.

' Cther Azian alone, of e of Moz Asian categories.
£ Crher Pacific [zander alene, of we or more Mative Hawaiian and Other Pasific lslander categorics
# In combination with ohe or more of the other races listed. The sic numbers may add to more than the total population and the six percentages
may add to mene than 100 peroent because individuals may report mone than one @ee.

Soume: LS, Census Bunsau, Gensus 2000,
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fHOUSING CHARACTERISTICS

Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman) -
Town Stats - Free market Statistics

Subsidized Housing Units (DHCD 1998)
DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal
for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units
in certain eligible subsidized developments.

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999)

Conventional State: 88
Conventional Federal: 0
Rental AssistanceDHCD 1999)
State (MRVP: 0
Federal (Section 8): 0
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['TRANSPORTATION

TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS

Located in the Worcester region, which has three major cross-state
highways: the Worcester Turnpike (Route 9), Route 20, and the Massachusetts
Turnpike. I-495 borders in the east, I-190 connects to the
Fitchburg-Leominster area, I-84 and I-395 connect to Connecticut and points
south. The region is well connected by rail and highway to the ports,
airports, and intermodal facilities of Boston and Providence.

Major Highways
Principal highways are State Routes 31, 131, and 197.

Rail
The Providence and Worcester Railroad provides freight rail service to
Dudley. Contact number: (508) 755-4000 ext.310

Bus

Dudley is a member of the Worcester Regional Transit Authority (WRTA) but
does not receive services.

Other

Southbridge Municipal Airport, a General Aviation (GA) facility located in
nearby Southbridge, has a 3,500' x 75' asphalt runway. Instrument
approaches available: Non-precision.
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@CULTURE AND RECREATION

LIBRARIES

Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalo

MUSEUMS

(American Association of Museums)
None

RECREATION

Telephone Numbers for Public Information
Recreational Facilities (Recreational sites and activities)

Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section
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@MISCELLANEOUS

HEALTH FACILITIES

(Dept. of Public Health 1992)

Hospitals

None

Long Term Care
None
Hospices
None
Rest Homes
None
UTILITIES
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities
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NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source
of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality
were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However,
no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has
made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take
responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document.
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